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EVENT DESCRIPTION SHEET 

(To be filled in and uploaded as deliverable in the Portal Grant Management System, at the due date foreseen in the system. 

 Please provide one sheet per event (one event = one workpackage = one lump sum).) 

PROJECT 

Project Name and Acronym:  
Network of European Towns for Interculturalism, 
Diversity, Equality and Anti-Discrimination (NET-
IDEA) 

Participant: 
ISTITUTO COOPERAZIONE ECONOMICA 
INTERNAZIONALE – ICEI 

PIC Number: 932287177 

 

EVENT DESCRIPTION 

Event Number: D7.1 (WP 7) 

Event Name: 
EDS 7 

Workshops & Public Awareness-Raising Events in Italy 

Type: Event 

In Situ/Online: In Situ 

Location: 

ITALY 

Reggio Emilia 

Pontedera 

Torino 

Modena 

Date(s): 

WORKSHOPS 

Reggio Emilia 

13 SET & 02 DEC 2023 

Pontedera 

28 FEB, 11, 13, 20 & 21 MAR 2024 

Torino 

03 DEC 2023 & 01 MAR 2024 

Modena 

23 JAN, 15 & 29 FEB 2024 

PUBLIC EVENTS / EXHIBITIONS 

Reggio Emilia 

16 MAR 2024 ONGOING 

Pontedera 

21 MAR 2024 
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Torino 

22 MAR 2024 

Modena 

20 & 21 MAR 2024 

Website(s) (if any): 

Deliverable Publication 

https://icei.it/progetti/net-idea/?lang=en&portfolioCats=112  

Landing Page BE Everything BElong Campaign 

https://icei.it/be-everything-belong  

(See Cities Section) 

News on Web & Social Media on the Activities 

ICEI 

www.instagram.com/p/C6JuLK2O2A_/?img_index=1  

www.facebook.com/iceimilano/posts/pfbid0hB23A8vRqn62FaX8kew
a3YvReF5dpaFwSdawLB1WvgBuVDtZMbCEM4p97jRTZcVvl  

Reggio Emilia 

www.comune.re.it/novita/notizie/il-progetto-net-idea-si-chiude-con-la-
mostra-fotografica-collettiva-be-everything-be-long  

https://eventi.comune.re.it/eventi/evento/be-everything-be-long 

https://eventi.comune.re.it/eventi/evento/rise-up-for-future-turn-
rumors-down 

www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=727158952871988&id=100
067336707068&rdid=RNS0ZsxcQhiWpgXA 

www.instagram.com/p/C4a6B76ML6p/?igsh=MWd6ODJ3amRzcWxh
bQ%3D%3D&img_index=1 

www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=915917483874761&id=100
063695522677&rdid=L0RnWTasXJAeajJ0 

https://diritti-umani.voxmail.it/user/hvz0gse/show/yasfmu?_t=ffc7f490 

Pontedera 

www.facebook.com/reel/273195099057367  

www.instagram.com/stories/highlights/18021017803981925  

www.instagram.com/p/C4iGTkYNfiV/?img_index=1  

Torino 

www.instagram.com/p/C4f45LTCAMx/?img_index=1  

Participants 

Female:  

Male:  

Non-Binary:  

From Country 1 [Italy]: 306 

From Country 2 [Spain]:  

https://icei.it/progetti/net-idea/?lang=en&portfolioCats=112
https://icei.it/be-everything-belong
http://www.instagram.com/p/C6JuLK2O2A_/?img_index=1
http://www.facebook.com/iceimilano/posts/pfbid0hB23A8vRqn62FaX8kewa3YvReF5dpaFwSdawLB1WvgBuVDtZMbCEM4p97jRTZcVvl
http://www.facebook.com/iceimilano/posts/pfbid0hB23A8vRqn62FaX8kewa3YvReF5dpaFwSdawLB1WvgBuVDtZMbCEM4p97jRTZcVvl
http://www.comune.re.it/novita/notizie/il-progetto-net-idea-si-chiude-con-la-mostra-fotografica-collettiva-be-everything-be-long
http://www.comune.re.it/novita/notizie/il-progetto-net-idea-si-chiude-con-la-mostra-fotografica-collettiva-be-everything-be-long
https://eventi.comune.re.it/eventi/evento/be-everything-be-long
https://eventi.comune.re.it/eventi/evento/rise-up-for-future-turn-rumors-down
https://eventi.comune.re.it/eventi/evento/rise-up-for-future-turn-rumors-down
http://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=727158952871988&id=100067336707068&rdid=RNS0ZsxcQhiWpgXA
http://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=727158952871988&id=100067336707068&rdid=RNS0ZsxcQhiWpgXA
http://www.instagram.com/p/C4a6B76ML6p/?igsh=MWd6ODJ3amRzcWxhbQ%3D%3D&img_index=1
http://www.instagram.com/p/C4a6B76ML6p/?igsh=MWd6ODJ3amRzcWxhbQ%3D%3D&img_index=1
http://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=915917483874761&id=100063695522677&rdid=L0RnWTasXJAeajJ0
http://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=915917483874761&id=100063695522677&rdid=L0RnWTasXJAeajJ0
https://diritti-umani.voxmail.it/user/hvz0gse/show/yasfmu?_t=ffc7f490
http://www.facebook.com/reel/273195099057367
http://www.instagram.com/stories/highlights/18021017803981925
http://www.instagram.com/p/C4iGTkYNfiV/?img_index=1
http://www.instagram.com/p/C4f45LTCAMx/?img_index=1
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From Country 3 [Portugal]:  

From Country 4 [Sweden]:  

From Country 5 [Germany]:  

From Country 6 [Poland]:  

Total Number of Participants: 306 From Total Number of Countries: 1 

Description 

Provide a short description of the event and its activities. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Regarding numbers of participants, it was not possible to have a discrimination of 
gender on participants, as a list of presence was not feasible to be applied for public events participants. 
Numbers of participants to the opening of public events are certified by each city and there are plenty of 
videos/photos, showing level of participation to openings. In general terms, 60% of global participants 
were young women, whilst 40% were young men, with a very small percentage of non-binary people.   

OVERVIEW  

The concept of the Awareness-Raising & Communication Campaign of NET-IDEA was developed as a 
common action within the partnership. First, partners developed an internal workshop of training and 
debate on New Narrative & Youngsters Activism in Erlangen (WP 6). The results of this workshop were 
shared with an external communication agency, PUNTO.ZERO, commissioned by ICEI. Based on that, 
the agency developed a participatory-based concept for the Awareness-Raising, focusing on two main 
topics: IDENTITIES & SENSE of BELONGING: 

⎯ Belonging is KEY 

⎯ Intersectional Approach 

⎯ I can be 100% EVERYTHING / ME 

⎯ Positive Focus & Messages 

The Idea of CITY… 

⎯ Cities as a space TO BE SEEN  

⎯ Cities as a space TO BE REPRESENTED  

⎯ Cities as a space TO BE 

⎯ Cities as a space TO BELONG 

A welcoming city is a place where people have a space for self-representation. A place where people 
can show themselves, as they really are without any judgement, where all the differences can be a 
collective wealth. The concept developed wants to underline that cities are a space for visibility, pride 
to belong and joy to show ourselves. Cities are a space for intersections, where identity is a melting 
pot of different, fluid, changing elements. 

The main concept/slogan of NET-IDEA Awareness-Raising was finally defined: BE Everything BElong! 

Also the main target of the engagement for the Awareness-Raising was defined: Young Anti-Rumours 
Activists across Europe. All the groups of youngsters that were involved in the actions represented 
the diversity of the local contexts where they belong.  

Cities with the support of each partner developed workshops of reflection and debate with youngsters 
on these topics, using different methodology, but mainly arts as a powerful tool for social change: 

⎯ Anti-Rumours (Italy, Spain, Portugal, Sweden, Germany & Poland) 

⎯ Photovoice (Italy, Spain, Portugal, Germany & Poland) 

⎯ Illustrations & Comics (Spain) 

⎯ Sports (Portugal) 

⎯ Reverse Townhalls (Sweden) 

Reflections were then systematised with the support of local youth educators and became the elements 
of IDENTITIES of the NET-IDEA Campaign/Awareness-Raising. 16 Workshops & 15 Public Events 
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were organised across Europe. Thousands of people/citizens were reached by these actions, focusing 
on a positive narrative on diversity led by young people to reflect on a new sense of belonging aimed to 
create more inclusive communities/societies.  

The Lublin Youth Summit (WP 13) had a big impact on the Awareness-Raising, as the Manifesto Youth 
for Diversity & Critical Thinking became the heart of the New Narratives NET-IDEA disseminated 
globally, but also in each of the public events organised by NET-IDEA a specific section was developed 
to share with citizens the main goals of a generation of young people committed with the Anti-Rumours: 

ACT FOR CHANGE: 

We commit to keep participating in grassroots movements, volunteerism, advocacy and community 
initiatives that promote inclusion and intercultural understanding. 

EDUCATE & EMPOWER: 

We recognize the power of education in shaping perceptions and attitudes. We strive to educate 
ourselves and others about the importance of inclusion, empathy, understanding and critical thinking. 

BUILD INTERCULTURAL BRIDGES: 

We seek to understand, respect and learn from cultural diversity, fostering dialogue, cooperation and 
friendship across borders and differences. Through these connections, we envision a global community 
based on mutual respect and cooperation. 

BREAK THE CHAIN OF RUMOURS: 

We are committed to seeking the truth, verifying information and combating falsehoods. We commit to 
fostering understanding and empathy through open dialogue and informed debate. And we pledge to 
demand transparency from our administrations, institutions, media and other key players. 

OVERVIEW ITALY 

ICEI, in strict dialogue with the four cities of Italy involved in NET-IDEA, developed an internal debate 
on which one of the common methodologies proposed for this type of activities was more suitable to be 
implemented based on the local contexts and the work developed with youngsters in different spaces of 
engagement/participation: youth centres, youth associations, anti-rumours agents and activists. 

REGGIO EMILIA, PONTEDERA & TORINO opted for experimenting the methodology of Photovoice, 
with the support of CSOs working with youth and interculturalism: 

⎯ REGGIO EMILIA: Collettivo Cavedio & SD Factory Laboratorio Creativo 

⎯ PONTEDERA: Accademia/Teatro dell’Incompiuto 

⎯ TORINO: Associazione GIOSEF - GIOvani SEnza Frontiere 

MODENA opted for continuing experimenting the methodology of Anti-Rumours, focusing the activities 
in the education, specifically in one municipal kindergarten with children of 5 YO. Modena was one of 
the cities of NET-IDEA that decided to invest in Training & Community of Practice on 0/6 Educational 
Services.  

⎯ MODENA: Casa delle Culture  

T7.1 Local Workshops to promote Cooperation between Cities and CSOs # Italy (IN SITU) 

REGGIO EMILIA 

YOUTH INVOLVEMENT STRATEGY 

The proposal was first presented to local photography collective formed by youngsters, Cavedio, which 
regularly meets in one of the city's youth spaces, SD Factory, linked to creativity. It was presented by 
the project contact person from Officina Educativa of Reggio Emilia Municipality on 13 SEP 2023 
with a participation of 10 Youngsters. In this meeting, also the Lublin Youth Summit was presented and 
two volunteers signed up. After presentation of the Awareness-Raising (photovoice workshops, photo-
shooting and public installation), the local group enthusiastically accepted the proposal and two young 
photographers agreed to take care of the photo-shooting.  

For the participation/engagement of young people in the workshop, with the aim of creating a group that 
was intercultural, with different origins and backgrounds, the choice we made was to make an "open 
call" with different modalities: direct contact of young people through educators or youth workers who 
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have trusted relationships with them, call through the social network of the Youth Portal and call for 
action from the young photographers involved, both in artistic circles and by word of mouth. 

EXPERTS INVOLVED 

The photographic language experts involved were two young volunteers, who also participated in the 
Youth Summit in Lublin. They were also active in the identification of a facilitator/educator that supported 
the group in the Photovoice on the debate on IDENTITIES & BELONGING.  

PHOTOVOICE WORKSHOP (02 DEC 2023) 

The activity of Photovoice carried out with the support of Officina Educativa envisaged a meeting with 
young people living in Reggio Emilia, but coming from different cultural and linguistic backgrounds, with 
the aim of involving them in a participatory and facilitated discussion on how the city, including all its 
sociological, urban planning, cultural, administrative and human facets, can be inclusive or exclusive. 

The youngsters were asked to come to the meeting with some photographs. These pictures were to be 
symbols of their perceptions and experiences regarding the topic inclusion/exclusion. The methodology 
used was that of the focus group with photo stimulus: each of them was asked to explain the choice of 
images and in addition to choose a photograph brought by another young person that also symbolised 
something in his or her experience as an inhabitant and citizen. 

The dialogue was very emotional and engaging for all participants, producing a set of stimuli that were 
then channelled and crystallised into sentences conveying the identity of the various people. But not the 
administrative identity, an easy and often deforming bureaucratic tool, but the EMOTIONAL IDENTITY, 
the one that marks young people. These phrases were then transferred into panels bearing the young 
people faces, immortalised by other boys belonging to a local collective of photographers.  

On the same afternoon of the photovoice workshops, the young volunteer photographers, together with 
other participants of the Cavedio Collective, took all the photo/portraits shots. All participated and gave 
their consent for both the local and the final exhibition.  

EXACT NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: 18 

From the photovoice came out the elements of Identity & Belonging. An initial synthesis by Officina 
Educativa was shared with the young volunteer photographers who, as peers, were directly involved in 
the process of synthesising and finally detailing the contents to be proposed for the photo exhibition. 

Elements of IDENTITY & BELONGING from the WORKSHOP 

I am sporty 

I play basket - inclusive basketball 

I am a footballer 

I am a judoka 

I practice taekwondo 

I am a basketball player  

I am a children's basketball coach 

I am a nature lover or I am nature 

I feel free in nature 

I feel included in nature 

I am creative or I am art 

I love taking photographs  

I love photography 

I am a video maker 

I create visual artwork 

I play the violin  

I write songs  



EU Grants: Event Description Sheet (CERV): V1.0 – 01.04.2022 

6 

 

I do drama school  

I am a traveller or I am travelling 

I love visiting cities with friends 

I feel free to travel 

I love seeing new places, but then being able to return to my city. 

Identity  

I do not reflect myself in a specific place 

I am cosmopolitan. 

I am a person on the move  

I am my skin, I experience the world through my skin, it is my first home with which I travel the world  

I am all me: lights and shadows 

I am in time, in experiences, the people I meet 

I go deep into relationships: I do not stop at appearances 

I like not to dwell on appearance 

I pay attention to what people leave behind    

I am reflective     

I study and work 

I work in the factory 

I study architecture - I am architecture  

I study mechatronic engineering 

I study graphic-design 

I study psychology - I am psychology  

I am a Home Health Care Worker   

I am an occupational therapist for the elderly.  

I work in catering  

Origins 

I am Italian and of Tunisian Origins 

I have Mauritian Origins 

I come from here and there. 

Interests 

I love reading books, with books I don't feel lonely 

I love to sing 

I love giving people a smile 

I was excluded 

I walk in the background 

I love being able to create bonds and close relationships 

I'm good with friends 

I love cooking: with cooking people come together 

I love home intimacy 

I was bullied  
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I have suffered acts of racism because of the colour of my skin 

I am at home when I feel safe 

Living the City 

I am attracted to the aesthetics of spaces, even those that are forgotten or in need of regeneration 

I feel at home in Reggio, but also passing through 

I feel at home, when I return from a trip, I feel the call of my roots 

I see rot in the city. Graffiti hides the rottenness of the wall, but it is also a signature of artistic expression 

I am comfortable in indoor spaces 

I am comfortable in open spaces 

I feel I belong to the city because of my relationships with people 

IMPACT 

It was often emphasised that belonging to a place is linked to relationships 

One aspect that we noticed was that at the end of this activity in which the young participants first shared 
glimpses of their own existence, experiences of exclusion, difficulties linked to stereotypes that they 
found themselves clinging to and the subsequent discussion on the subject, the participants still stayed 
and talked to each other, even after the photo shooting was over. Most of them did not know each other, 
but the intensity of the experience created a kind of belonging. 

A chat was set up with the aim of keeping posted the participants who expressed wish to keep engaged, 
until at least the realisation of the exhibition. They were informed of the various steps and involved in an 
organisational moment to share the period, the place that was being considered for the installation and 
the date of the opening.  

PONTEDERA 

The project was curated by Accademia dell'Incompiuto in strict collaboration with a photographer and 
with the support of the Municipality of Pontedera.  

EXACT NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: 12  

We worked together with the group of youngsters in three workshop. The relatively small number of 
participants allowed us to accommodate the youngsters by meeting their needs, including their timetable 
and gave the workshop a character of ad personam work. We used mobile phones as cameras. 

WORKSHOPS 

We structured the meetings according to a logic that took into big account an ideal progression of skills 
acquisition of the children. 

I MEETING ON 28 FEB 2024  

⎯ Discussion on the Project, Objectives & Meanings 

⎯ Collection of Info on Youngsters Biography 

Stimulus questions were previously defined based on the main topics of NET-IDEA Awareness-Raising: 
Identity, Belonging, What Community means, When & Where a Community is felt as One's Own, When 
& Where you feel at Home or the opposite. The methodology was MAIEUTIC DIALOGUE with the 
intention of bringing out rather than directing reflection 

WORKING ON TEXTS & MESSAGES 

A narrative was used to associate some elements of identity to the shots. Specifically, the preparation 
for writing consisted of a mini-lesson on metaphor and the use of images in literature, what it is and how 
it can tell us and how it can reveal parts of us that we find difficult to find words to express. Suggestions 
were given on how to structure the text and create a narrative level (poetry or prose). 
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SETTING UP THE PHOTO-SHOOTING 

A specific setting preparation for the photo-shooting was organised to analyse the space and check the 
natural and artificial lighting. 

WORKING ON PORTRAITS 

This was a process of dialogue starting with the concept of points of view to arrive at that of framing. On 
the first workshop we played with framing by simply cutting out framed cards, using them as a viewfinder. 
Then we analysed some photographs by famous and other lesser-known photographers. We started to 
ask ourselves how we would like to be portrayed. The photographer portrayed the youngsters, based 
on the technical orientations given by ICEI.  

We set a task by asking youngsters to photograph their favourite places during the week and to send all 
the photos by e-mail. During the week, we analysed the photos sent and gave them further stimulus and 
guidance to continue their work. 

II MEETING ON 11 MAR 2024 

Due to the quality of proposals coming from the students, we tried to stimulate their gaze by observing 
and analysing authors photos and reportage photos from newspapers such as National Geographic and 
Internazionale to get ideas on possibilities of image composition, on possible points of view, to discuss 
how a photo speaks and tells (semiotics of images), on what subjects and contexts might be, on why 
the students found some photos interesting. We invited them to verbalise the story photos suggested to 
them. This work was very effective and activated youngsters gaze and creativity a lot. 

It was also promoted an activation to work on the construction of the semantics of DISCRIMINATION 
as a word through the reading of a picture book entitled “The Children's Alliance” by Pja Lindenbaum. 

We worked with words that combined to open us up to meaning. The instrument was a pack of cards, 
each containing a word. The composition of the deck is designed with some related, close words and 
some bridge words, i.e. words that are distant but inherent and that are the words that open us up to 
meaning. They were placed on the ground in turn by the youngsters to construct a sort of map of the 
territory of the central word (discrimination). Each one was allowed to move closer or further away from 
the central word, depending on how they perceived the degree of affinity with the central word, which 
was indeed DISCRIMINATION, so that the map changed continuously. Result: surprise at the amount 
of domains that discrimination as a word touches and influences. 

It was also made a quick analysis of the photos they produced during the week. It was finally requested 
to bring an object that would tell them about the local exhibition portrait photos to be taken at the next 
meeting. A rehearsing outdoor photography by experimenting with dramatizing a scene to be filmed was 
presented as proposal, asking them to adhere to the idea. 

III MEETING ON 13 MAR 2024 

One of the main topic of this meeting was the setting preparation for local exhibition. The photographer 
portrayed the youngsters with a white background. The youngsters then photographed each other with 
their favourite objects and also without objects, in which case the task was to try to capture some aspect 
particular of the other. So we opened up a space for peer-to-peer discussion in which the young people 
could look at each other with less shame than at the beginning. 

LOCAL EXHIBITION PREPARATORY MEETINGS ON 20 & 21 MAR 2024 

We decided to go over the pre-selected photos and made the final choice of photos to be sent for the 

Exhibition. Also, the following aspects were taken into account: 

⎯ Hypothesis of Set-Up Mode 

⎯ Inspection of the Exhibition Space 

⎯ Exhibition Date Set-Up on 21 MAR 2024  
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TORINO 

YOUTH INVOLVEMENT STRATEGY 

The involvement of young people started from the activities developed locally by GIOSEF & Centro Studi 
Sereno Regis. People were invited directly and/or involved through word of mouth. Communication took 
place via a whatsapp group. 

EXPERTS INVOLVED 

2 Youth Educators & 1 Photographer 

EXACT NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: 24 

WORKSHOPS DEVELOPED & TOPICS COVERED 

PHOTOVOICE WORKSHOP (03 DEC 2023) 

⎯ Opening & Welcome 

⎯ Presentation Game: where I am from and where I do feel local 

⎯ Presentation of the Project: what we have to do together  

⎯ Getting to Know Each Other about the Topic 

Couples were formed and the following tasks were shared and developed: 

Speed Date: if your house were a smell what would it be; if it was a music what would it be and if it was 
something you could touch what would it be! 

Your motto in life is … 

Also, individual perceptions were explored on Identity & Belonging: make a portrait of yourself and tell 
who you are. These keywords will be the background of the photos, so it is important to also think about 
what we want to communicate. 

Photovoice started with inspiring questions/tasks: 

⎯ take a picture of something that makes you feel at home in your city 

⎯ take a picture of something that does not make you feel at home or accepted for who you are 

⎯ take a photo of something special you love where you live (it can be a real object, a space, a 
place or simply a feeling, a symbol or a person 

After lunch, the activity focused on setting up the personal portraits for the local photo exhibition. The 
young people were divided into two discussion groups with guiding questions. 

Guided Questions: 

⎯ What is in the photo (why did you take it, what does it represent)? 

⎯ What is the relation between this photo and your life? 

⎯ Can you share elements about yourself that represent who you are and where you belong? 

Collected Elements: 

⎯ Key Words: where do we/I belong and where do we/I don't belong 

⎯ Key Words: who I/we am/are 

These key words would become the background of the photos, so it is important to also think about what 
about us we want to communicate. 

After a short break, we work with theatre and performative arts, setting up at the end the photo-shooting 
session, closing with a participative evaluation of the activity developed.  
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MAIN RESULTS 

Below a list of the narratives/descriptions of some of the photos that participants shared when collecting 
images: 

⎯ These are the things I love most in the world and I like to do if possible, because I would like to 
go far away (friends and football). 

⎯ This photograph makes me think back to Africa and my country Cameroon, I relive the times I 
spent in the savannah camps, they were very pleasant moments for me. 

⎯ It makes me feel that I am not at home because here when it is cold the tree dries out and when 
it is warm the trees reform (field of dry trees). 

⎯ When I see this photo it reminds me of home (group of Afro-Descendant Boys). 

 

Identity - Affiliation 

⎯ Migrant Black 

⎯ Migrant 

⎯ Peasant Youth 

⎯ Worker 

⎯ Student 

⎯ Palestinian 

⎯ East European 

⎯ Revolutionary 

⎯ Polyamorous 

⎯ Religious 

Needs - Desires 

⎯ Family / Home 

⎯ Nature-Sun-Water-Mountain-Waves-Animals-Colours 

⎯ Passions  

⎯ Play Sport 

⎯ Space 

⎯ Culture 

⎯ Team-Community 

⎯ Social Membership  

⎯ Balance 

⎯ Food 

⎯ Freedom 

⎯ Learning-School 
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Difficulties - Fears 

⎯ Systematic Racism 

⎯ Discrimination 

⎯ Divisions 

⎯ Rigidity Scar 

⎯ Loneliness 

⎯ Religion 

⎯ Privilege 

⎯ Barriers Social 

⎯ Inequality 

⎯ Distance 

⎯ Law 

⎯ Enforcement 

⎯ Dogs 

⎯ Falsehoods 

⎯ Language Difficulties 

What Supports Us - What Could Help Us 

⎯ Family - Extended 

⎯ Community Sharing 

⎯ Square Market  

⎯ Religion 

⎯ Social Activism 

⎯ Intersectionality 

⎯ Feminism 

⎯ Diversity (Value) 

⎯ Revolution 

⎯ Education as Opportunity 

⎯ Hospitality 

⎯ Memories 

⎯ Passions 

⎯ Widening the Gaze 

⎯ Objectives 

On 01 MAR 2024 a briefing meeting was made to organise the community-based exhibition), developing 
a reconnection workshop organised by a youth worker, checking the backgrounds of each photo and 
planning the local exhibition. 

MODENA 

The workshop organised in Modena is the conclusion of a pathway that focused on the 0-6 Educational 
Services. The workshop was designed by five young girls with a migration background, starting from a 
reworking of their own biographies and mainly school experiences. The girls themselves facilitated the 
workshop in one municipal school/kindergarten. Heart of the workshop was the experience of diversity 
through the use of the senses to stimulate emotional dimension of the children. The workshop envisaged 
the involvement of school staff and parents/grandparents at pick-up time. In particular, parents and 
grandparents were confronted with the children's work, going beyond their own stereotypes. Children of 
5 YO were involved in two consecutive days of activities. In the school where the event took place, 
posters of awareness-raising were put and facilitators were available to talk to parents/grandparents. 

PRELIMINARY MEETINGS TO PLAN THE WORKSHOP 

The workshop was conceived and designed by a group of five local girls with migratory background, 
coordinated by an expert on intercultural issues. The girls were involved from a larger group of anti-
rumours agents promoted and involved in various initiatives by Modena Città Interculturale on the basis 
of their interest and availability. They are local young activists committed to the topics of education and 
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interculturalism who accepted to get involved starting from their own personal experiences with a view 
to intergenerational peer-education. 

The planning of the workshops took place in three separate meetings: 

23 JAN 2024 

Description of NET-IDEA Project, the Training Course for 0/6 Staff, the Objectives of the Experiment, 
Planning of Subsequent Meetings 

15 FEB 2024 

Conceptualisation of the Workshop Based on One's Own Experiences at School 

29 FEB 2024 

Detailed Description of the Workshop, Finalisation of Format, Simulation of Activity & Conceptualisation 
of the Title 

EXACT NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS. 6 

T7.2 Implementation of Awareness Raising Actions # Italy (IN SITU) 

REGGIO EMILIA 

The Exhibition BE Everything BElong was set up in a central location in Reggio Emilia, an obligatory 
passageway for those accessing the historic centre via the interchange car parks. A very visible and 
recognised place, the outside walls of a youth-run social centre, Catomes Tot, that was reopened 
two weeks before the inauguration itself.  

The inauguration took place on 16 MAR 24 and involved 70 Participants, in addition to many passers-
by who stopped by, took part in some animation (body percussion on diversity, a musical parade through 
the neighbouring streets, an inauguration session by the Youth Councillor of Reggio Emilia with the 
involvement of youngsters sharing pieces of experience and a DJ SET with buffet afterwards. 

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: 70 

Thousands of citizens were able to see the photo exhibition during the first month of display.  

After the first month in Catomes Tot, has been included within the OFF Circuit of Fotografia Europea 
Festival, a city event of great appeal and resonance, and is hosted at a commercial cooperative-based 
establishment, COOP Reggio Emilia Est, in an area of the city where the intercultural theme is often 
brought up as a critical issue and there is great sensitivity to giving value to any experience that could 
help question the topic of Identity & Belonging. Exhibition will be on display in this shop from 24 APR to 
26 MAY 2024. 

Arrangements have already been made for a third space of visibility of the exhibition, which from 27 
MAY will be set up at a social and cultural centre, a literary café, Binario 49, in the railway station district, 
often subject of negative visibility in the city. 

PONTEDERA 

The public opening of the Exhibition BE Everything BElong took place on 21 MAR 2024, coinciding 
with the World Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. The venue for the exhibition and the 
opening event was the entrance hall of the town hall, in the centre of Pontedera, a place chosen 
because of the large daily influx of people.  

The opening was attended by 50 People who took part or assisted in a short performance: a group of 
female citizens who usually take part in our association's workshop activities accompanied us in the 
performance of a polyphonic song on the topics of identity and the problematisation of what 'I' means. 
Polyphony is meant to be a metaphor for the plurality of voices that exist within an individual, as well as 
within a community. The work of modulating and balancing different parts and harmonies is analogous 
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to the work required to give space to plurality and diversity of voices and presences within a community, 
without any one prevailing over others.  

The singing was followed by a brief performative action by one of the workshop participants, who drew 
a circle on the ground enclosing the performers and then divided the area thus delimited into several 
segments, to represent the division and separation that characterises our society. Action ended with the 
symbolic exit from the circle and thus from the state of division/separation of each of the participants.  

The brief performance was followed by a presentation of the exhibition and the project as a whole by 
the Councillor for Social Policies, followed by an intervention from the staff of Accademia dell’Incompiuto 
on the importance of this project for active citizenship, as a stimulus for new conversations on the topics 
of participation, non-discrimination and the valorisation of differences in our city.  

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: 50 

The inaugural event was covered by a local broadcaster, Rete Valdera: 

www.facebook.com/retevaldera/videos/1150171469315000  

There are ongoing plans for further editions within the city of Pontedera of the local exhibition. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The proposal was really interesting, both in terms of themes and the methodology proposed. The design 
of the workshop led to a new reflection for us on teaching through images and the link between the 
proposed themes and the theme of the gaze and the point of view. Collaboration was activated with the 
City Council of Pontedera on topics and areas central to our association, which cherishes shared action 
on civil society issues. Few children approached the project, but certainly for three of them the project 
corresponded to a need. 

TORINO 

The Community-Based Exhibition BE Everything BElong took place on 22 MAR 2024.  

The team of GIOSEF and a group of three participants met at the Sereno Regis Study Centre. After a 
small group reactivation activity, we proceeded with organising the materials and photographs, before 
heading to the Exhibition Space, the Porta Palazzo Market Square around the Intercultural Concierge 
Office of the Municipality of Torino set in the same square, to prepare the space and set up the exhibition. 
The process was shared with the group, who created a playlist for the event, brought drinks and snacks, 
tables with chairs provided by the Community Concierge Office. The location was defined by the City of 
Turin. Portraits were installed by the youngsters as a community based action.  

A session of greetings was organised with the presence of the Councillor of Youth Policies, members 
of GIOSEF and the communication agency in charge of the NET-IDEA Communication Campaign & 
ICEI, followed by interventions by some of the young people involved in the project. 

The opening ended with a community activity with involvement of project team and participants, in the 
form of a "World Cafe" on three conversation inputs : 

⎯ City of Turin: spaces for young people  

⎯ City of Turin: inclusive and welcoming spaces 

⎯ City of Turin: proposals for living the city better together 

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: 70 

CONCLUSIONS AND MAIN POINTS 

The activity has great potential and, although short, was appreciated by the people who took part and 
despite their shyness people were happy to have expressed their sense of belonging to the city. 

http://www.facebook.com/retevaldera/videos/1150171469315000
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However, most of the group was concerned that the photos might be defaced, so for now the exhibition 
was temporary and safeguarded. It would be nice to have a national exhibition as well as an international 
one. 

POSSIBLE DEVELOPMENTS OF THE LOCAL EXHIBITION 

The city of Turin has proposed to make the exhibition itinerant to all the Youth Leadership Centres in 
the city. It is hoped it will be realised with the support of the city. GIOSEF is also considering proposing 
the exhibition at the University of Turin, specifically at Palazzo Nuovo. 

MODENA 

The workshop outline was shared with the head of the 0/6 Educational Services who, in turn, shared it 
with the pedagogical coordination to identify the school where the activity was to be carried out. The 
Anderlini School was selected, a municipal school located in a neighbourhood with a high density of 
migrants from both southern Italy and abroad and where there is a lot of public housing. 

The project sheet was shared with the school's pedagogical coordinator and adapted to certain needs, 
in particular the division of the class into two groups and the adaptation of the final part to a previous 
course on identity. 

The workshop/event took place on 20 & 21 MAR 2024. 

Posters with the Manifesto Youth for Diversity & Critical Thinking were put up in the school. Prior to the 
start of the workshop, some explanations were given to the teaching staff, who participated during the 
implementation of the activity. In this way, the workshop was also a training moment for the teaching 
staff. Each workshop was facilitated by two girls plus the expert figure. 

Title of Workshop/Event: "I AM ME!" 

Target Group: 5 YO Children in Kindergarten 

Activities 

Part 1 

Tactile-Olfactory Path of Reflection on the Equal/Diverse Dimension 

Olfactory Pathway: blindfolded children sniffed green aromatic plants: basil, rosemary, mint, fennel, 
coriander. They tried to guess which plant it is, then when they took off the blindfold, they discovered 
that the plants are all green but each has its own scent quite different from the others 

Tactile Trail: again blindfolded, they touched cereals and legumes that are all yellow or white (parboiled 
rice, chickpeas, hulled broad beans, wheat). They tried to guess what they were dealing with, then when 
they took off the blindfold, they discovered that the cereals are all the same colour but each has its own 
shape quite different from the others. 

Same Tactile Path with Buttons & Fabrics (Different/Equal TO TOUCH but Equal/Different TO SEE) 

The materials were arranged in containers, around a long table so that one could walk around, as in a 
pathway.  

Part 2 

Each participant was given a sheet of cardboard on which they were asked to represent their face. They 
could choose a character from a cartoon or story, an animal or even a fantasy image in which they 
recognise themselves. They had to colour and shape this face with the material from the previous routes. 

NAME WAS WRITTEN IN THE BACK! 

Part 3 

The different self-representations were exhibited and, when collecting them, the parents/grandparents 
had to guess which one was made by their child/grandchild. In this way, adults were able to reflect on 
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diversity/non-diversity and self-representation. Teachers will display children's works in the school hall 
in the following weeks. 

NUMBER OF CHILDREN INVOLVED: 16 

NUMBER OF TEACHERS INVOLVED: 6 

NUMBER OF PARENTS & GRANDPARENTS INVOLVED: 25  

NUMBER OF FACILIATORS: 5 YOUNG PEOPLE + 2 YOUTH OPERATORS 

REFLECTIONS 

In order to carry out a meaningful intervention, capable of affecting the cultural dimension, it is necessary 
to involve the entire decision-making chain of the school structure. This necessary involvement process 
requires time and flexibility, affecting possible experimentation. 

The topics of diversity, stereotypes and discrimination lend themselves to different types of pedagogical 
reflection, with theoretical references not always oriented towards interculturalism. It is therefore an area 
that needs to be monitored, but with particular attention to the different positions. 

The work between generations was particularly interesting because it recognised the direct experience 
of those who designed the workshop as a competent experience to be valued. The five girls involved in 
the design will be involved in further activities of the Modena Intercultural Programme. 

The workshop proved to be effective and easily implemented. It therefore remains as an output of the 
experiment, replicable in other school and non-school contexts. 
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